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Five Research Strategies

Mine references from books and articles you
already have or know about

Look up a book + Click on subject headings
“Unknown items” catalog search

Search article databases

Visit other area libraries

Strategy #1: Mine references from books and
articles you already know about or have

It’s often smart to start with a
reference work.
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Let’s start with Sturtevant

It’s a classic work and a
great starting place if
your home region is
North America

Look at vol. 3
(Environment, Origins,
and Population) and
your regional volume.
For me, that’s vol. 15
(Northeast).

Vol. 3

Vol. 15
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Bibliography at the
end of vol. 15:
Northeast

From vol. 15:
Northeast
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Ritchie, 1965




Tuck, 1971

Tuck, 1971
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So how do | get this book
from the library?

Hawve a smart phone? Find MIT Libraries
services through

User MIT's WorldCat to search Borrow Direct and libraries worldwide.
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Another goo d reference source e e e

3.986: The Human Past - Introduction to Archaeology
I’'m also going to try Oxford Handbooks -
Online: Archaeology. i
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After you’ve looked at
reference sources . . .

¢ You have a list of recommended
resources. Get them and read them.

¢ Then, get and read the books and articles

from the bibliographies.
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Strategy #2: Look up a book + Click on subject
headings
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Strategy #3: “Unknown items” search

¢ We've searched for “known items” (specific
books). What about books we don’t know
about yet?

¢ We can search Barton and Worldcat based on

what we found in earlier searches of “known
items.”
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Search using similar subject headings

¢ Keep in mind that our geographical categories
and boundaries now might not map to
prehistory.

¢ So, for Northern New York, | might also want
to look at Ontario, Quebec, and Vermont.

¢ I'll use the subject heading “New York
(State)—Antiquities” as a model.

It’s helpful to narrow down your list of results!!
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Combine subject headings and
keywords

Strategy #4: Search article databases.
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3.986: The Human Past - Intreduction to Archaeology

[ e
=

B s page LI e r—
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If you’re lucky, we’ll have the article online through a subscription.

Anthropology Plus

¢ Paleo-Tndian Site in Vermont

A PRORARLE PALECNDIAN SITE B4 VERMONT
Wiiins A, R
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A brief history of the Reagen site since its discovery. / Robinson

The jounal of Vermont archaeclogy. ISSMN: 1559-8799
w11 2010, p.1

B mo tul text available via MIT - check aptions biow B . R .
If we don’t have it online, we might have it in print.

@ can get it for you Even if we don’t have it in either format, you can
e still request it through Interlibrary Borrowing (ILB).

America: History & Life

Note: limit by historical period!

[rr— ‘Search Renm 1 - WOl

Strategy #5: Visit other local libraries
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